Dear MEP,
I am writing to you as a member of POLLINIS, an association working for the protection of local
bees.
After the adoption of the report on beekeeping, we are delighted that the fate of local bees was
finally mentioned in Brussels but disappointed that their “legal protection” has been removed
from the final text.
On Tuesday 23 January, the Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development (AGRI) of the
European Parliament adopted almost unanimously (38+, 1-) an own-initiative report in which
POLLINIS proposed 11 amendments for the protection of local bees from Europe. In this
report, it recognized “the need to preserve the extraordinary genetic heritage, diversity and capacity
for adaptation of local, endemic honeybee populations, each tailored over generations to the
particularities of their local environment, and whose diversity is important in the fight against
invasive species, including parasites and diseases”.
However, we speak against the deletion of the text to legally protect local bees. I am writing to
you today to ask you if you would agree to sign for the re-introduction of our amendment
before 21 February ?
The amendment to be re-introduced for the vote which will take place March 1rst is the
following:
“Calls on the European Commission and Member States to put in place measures to increase legal
protection and financial support for local honey bee ecotypes and populations throughout the
European Union, including by way of legally protected locally endemic honeybee conservation areas”.
The importance of protecting local bees throughout Europe is being recognized by all citizens
and scientific actors who are looking into the issue. Indeed, multiple factors are destroying bee
colonies around the world today, but local breeds are also facing the massive importation of
other subspecies of bees that cause uncontrolled hybridization. They hybridize local bee
populations that are gradually losing their specific morphological, physiological and behavioral
characteristics, shaped over the millennia that allowed them to adapt optimally to their
environments.
In Europe there are about ten different subspecies or geographical races. For the last several
decades, more than 40 associations all over Europe have been working on the conservation of
bees, which must be preserved for the common good of everyone, including beekeepers.
Several measures have already been partially implemented within the European Union. It is
essential to urgently create a legal framework to harmonize the protection of bees that is
effective and unchanging.
In just a few days, more than 134,000 citizens across the European Union are signatories to
the petition for the legal protection of local bees and have actively supported this measure.
All citizens sensitive to the preservation of their local bees are counting on you.
Thank you for your help,

Sincerely,

Nicolas Laarman,
managing director of POLLINIS.

Contact : Fanny Buffin
fannyb@pollinis.org

POLLINIS, which is spearheading this European advocacy campaign, is a not-for-profit organization registered under French law
that campaigns to protect bees and promote sustainable agriculture to help preserve pollinators. To this end, POLLINIS fights
against the systematic use of pesticides and promotes alternative agricultural practices. POLLINIS places citizens at the center of
these debates and is supported exclusively by donations from private individuals, which guarantees its independence.
(www.pollinis.org)

